SAINT PATRICK:

FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM

Worship in Wilson

Wednesday, March 14, 2012

Song Teaching

Prelude

*Responsive Invocation



Peace be with you.




And also with you.



Let us pray.



God of all generations and nations,



Come to us here as you came to the Israelites enslaved in Egypt.




Come and set your people free.



Jesus of prophecy and human flesh,



Come to us here as you came to the oppressed people in Jerusalem.




Come and set your people free.



Spirit of gentleness and disturbance,



Come to us here as you came to the early disciples



bound by fear and confusion.




Come and set your people free.



We come, carrying our chains,



Struggling against all that binds us.

Quad side:
We come to you who can liberate us.

Back lot side:
We come to you who can release us.

Quad:

We come to you who can restore us.

Back lot:
We come to you who can enliven us.




Come, O God, and set your people free.

*Opening Song
Be Thou My Vision


Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,


naught be all else to me, save that thou art;


Thou my best thought by day or by night,


Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.


Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,


I ever with thee and thou with me Lord;


Thou my great Father, I thy true son;


Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.


Be thou my breastplate, a sword for the fight;


Be thou my dignity, thou my delight;


Thou my soul's shelter, thou my high tower:


Raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power.


Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise:


Thou mine inheritance now and always;


Thou and thou only first in my heart;


High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.


High King of Heaven, my victory won,


May I reach Heaven's joys, O Bright Heaven's sun!


Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,


Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.




~translation by Eleanor Hull, 1912

Making Chains

Prayer


Kyrie Eleison

*Saint Patrick’s Breastplate


I bind unto myself today


The power of heaven,


The light of the sun,


The brightness of the moon,


The splendor of fire,


The flashing of lightning,


The swiftness of wind,


The depth of sea,


The stability of earth,


The compactness of rocks.


I bind unto myself today


God’s Power to guide me,


God’s Might to uphold me,


God’s Wisdom to teach me,


God’s eye to watch over me,


God’s Ear to hear me,


God’s Word to give me speech,


God’s Hand to guide me


God’s Way to lie before me,


God’s Shield to shelter me,


God’s Host to secure me.


I invoke today all these virtues


Against every hostile merciless power


Which may assail my body and my soul,


Against the false laws of heresy,


Against the deceits of idolatry,


Against every knowledge that binds the human soul.

Story of the Table

Prayer

Invitation

Holy Communion and Breaking Chains

*Song of Affirmation
And Holy Is Your Name

My soul is filled with joy 

as I sing to God my savior:

 you have looked upon your servant,

you have visited your people.  


And holy is your name through all generations!

 
Everlasting is your mercy to the people you have chosen,


and holy is your name.  

  I proclaim the pow’r of God, 

you do marvels for your servants; 

though you scatter the proud-hearted 

and destroy the might of princes.


(refrain)

  To the hungry you give food, 

send the rich away empty. 

In your mercy you are mindful

 of the people you have chosen.  


(refrain)

In your love you now fulfill 

what you promised to your people. 

I will praise you, Lord, my savior, 

everlasting is your mercy.

(refrain)





~Lyrics by David Haas
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*Benediction (adapted from a prayer attributed to Saint Patrick)


Leader:
May the strength of God guide us.


Quad:

May the power of God preserve us.


Back lot:
May the wisdom of God instruct us.


Quad:

May the Hand of God protect us.


Back lot:
May the way of God direct us.


Quad:

May the shield of God defend us.


Back lot:
May the Angels of God guard us




Against the snares of the evil one.


All:

May Christ be with us!




May Christ be before us!




May Christ be in us,




Christ be over all!


Leader:
May Thy Grace, Lord,




Always be ours,




Binding us to all that is freedom,




And freeing us from all that is slavery,


All:

This day, O Lord, and forevermore.




Amen!

As you leave, pick up a bookmark as a reminder of the call to seek and proclaim true freedom.
